Epidermal growth-factor receptor and erbb2 protein in colorectal tissue - comparison between cancer and normal mucosa.
Epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFr) and p185neu protein were measured in 55 samples of carcinoma and 55 of normal colorectal mucosa from the same patient, using a ligand binding assay and an ELISA method respectively. The binding characteristics of EGFr were similar in cancer and normal tissue. The concentrations of both EGFr and p185 showed gaussian distribution and were not significantly different between normal and cancer tissue, although a trend toward higher levels of EGFr in normal mucosa was found. Moreover, no significative variations were found in the ratios between cancer and normal tissue after desaturation of the EGFr. No correlations were found between EGFr and p185 and the main clinopathological parameters.